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An Abſtrat, a moſt Verbatim (with ſome 82450 
N eceſſarie Addition,) of the Cu- 


ſtomers Ap Or OOIE, written 18. yeares 
* . * * 
ago, to ſhew their Diſtreſſe in the Out · ports, aſwell 


through want of Maintenance and Meanes to beare ont then 
Scrune; as Countenance and Credit m regard of Others, 


¶ Now, ſee what hath bene ſaid, and ſo haſt to an End. 


The PrxINCs (as aforeſaide) is iuſtly offended, and the Merchant likewiſe 
hath laide downe his Griefes. Thele are the toure ſorts of Officers that at- 
tend on Cuſtome-caules: namely, CysTOMERS®, SERCHERS,C © MP- 
TROLLERS, & SV PERVISORS: amongſt whom, if any complain, thele 
laſt haue no Reaſon to looke to be pittied. For that, obtruding themſelues in · 
to other mens work, and vndertaking a taske excecding their skil;as Men in a 
raaze they ſtriu'd to go forward, and in dooing leſſe - Nothing, woulde 
e eme io do all, Like ignorant auſtere Huiſhers that know no Rules to teach 
by, bur beating the Schollers. 

But by way ot Parentbeſis, Let this be worth the noting. How generally juſt 
as conſequently true, theſe ancient Rules of Art, and A ſſertions of Reaſon 
con inue and ſtand. namely, Quam fru/tra fit per plures quod fieri debet per pauci- 
ores, And Inſtututio ab mitzo invtilu, ex poſt facto nunquam convaleſcit, For, as 
theſe Superviſors doubting at the firſt the $kill and good abcaring of thoſe they 
ſought to vie, and were to put in truſt : and ſeeing the weake toundation of 
Comptrolleri before :hem to be but Aftum agere, and eaſily out-fac*t: by their 
new Acceſſe, the Seruice grew ſo violent, ſo intricate, and withall ſo out of 
Order; that the Serchers,who by office as they haue the beſt meanes to attend 
vpon T rafticke, ſo they ſhould by Duty depend vppon the ( uſtameri, or con- 
curte with them at leaſt; leaue them to wilde Company and vnquiet Cuſtom- 
hou'es, and ſwaruing with the ballaſt inquirc out the neereſt way to theit own 
private profite. 

In which Diſtreſſe, the Cuſtomers in diſpleaſure with the PI xc in diſ- 
grace with the world, in the midſt of a hungey, lawleſſe, ignorant & wilful kind 
of Men, obtruded vpon them by ialouſie and miſconceite, chat like defeiue 
Heteroclyics wrangle as it were with the very Kules of Grammer ; pittying the 
Merchant in regard of his Traffick; ſilently bemoan themſclucs in this man- 


ner. 
That the meanes to enable them to pet forme their Duties, aſwell Mainte- 
nauce as ( ountenance, are ſo with · held from them, that leauing the worlde and 
all preferments by it, to ſerue at the Altar, they ate not thought woorthie to 
breath and liue thereby, Their Scruice being euery = like the Bricke-ma- 
kers of Egypt, who wanting meanes to do their Taste, had ydle Taske-may- 
ſters, to ouet - ſee but what they wrought, whoſe Credutcs had no being, but 
in their Diſgrace, 
That the Law itſclfe, ſo good and iuſt in generall, is made hurtfull to the [aloufie and Sulphion eat of ſi 
PRINCE in their publique Functions, and injurious to themlelues in thear pri- perflitious Teaſe to Cuſt — 
uate Callings. For that whereumo they becom preciſely ſworn at their Ad Traffickehave ignerantly in all ages 


miſsions, namely, the aduancement of Cuſtomes and conſequently Trafficke * incenſed PAN TEN HE 


the Cuſtomers of all Men are forbidden by Statute, to wit, not to meddle o Cuſtomers, (without diflangu/hi 


deale with Trafficke, and their Scruice being euery way no thankes to them- he Out ports frow London)that of 


ſelues, is aſpzcial Mcanesof Marntenance and Countenance to others. Sic Vos — 

No wy voss fertis aratra Bowes, mdificatus Aves, = — — 
Thar they notwithſtanding, vnderly all Expences incident to Chſtoms vn», | e and 

thankfully, which others neuer touch, and for only crying aime, reap thankes with Nathine, » 4nd truſted 


, . , . 8 © þ ces 
and Reward. For (omiiting ex traordinaries ere they come to their l * 4 
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their Bonds and Surctics for the Princes behoofe and ſubit Aion be ſides, is 
an vnknowne burthen that the reſt liitle feele. : 
No cuſlaurbauſes, no poblick)Tbarfes They alſo are to hire and finde out at cach Port of their charge a convent. 


wor Storebouſes builded by the Prince ent Cuſtome-boule (which the Prince ſhould prouide there as well as at Lon. 
—— — — don) that, alone be ſides Sears, Tables, Shelues, and other neceſſarie thinges 
London : are hard to be compaſſed vnder 4 or g. pound. So that for example , where 
: fue Poris ate in charge, che Head-Cuſtomer ſt ands chargeable yearly for fiue 
\ Cuſtome Houſes with 27. li. 
At each of theſe Houſes a diſcreet and able Perſon , and ot honeſt educati- 
on, the Cuſtomer is to finde for bis owne indemnity, _ _ — * 
— Whereas Any fit the ret, bee they neuer ſo vntoward. And vnto ſuch, leſſe 
— 0 4 — e — then — per aum, (to maintaine a Famuly,) cannot well bee giuen: 
moſt { theer weft which fue all put together, makes 400. pounds a yeare, the lead Cuſtomer 
M Fr. being but doubled according to proportion. 

Ar theſe fiue Cuſtome-houſes what is yearely ſpent in publicke,fer Ince, 
Parchment, paper, and wax, the Cuſtomer ſupplies, which may amount ſome 

cares to 8. or 10. li. 


Beſides the hazard of turning vp to Lendon, and putt ing in of moneyes (be- 
No Portage Money allowed Cuſto- © = T;aftick became farmed) by Bils and otherwiſe, beeing allowed no Por- 


mers, in the Our-Ports, as all (ot tage Money, as all Collectors els but Cuſtomers are, which the Relt breake 
left ors in Counties haue. no ſlcepe for. 
Theirs are alſo all Expences caſual}, and needefull (beſides Trauayle for 
their paines) about ſending or riding trom Port to Port, aſwell by Leiters or 
Directions trom the Councell, L. Threſaurer, or Exchequer; as by Proceſſes 
and Writs, how generally ſoever directed vnto all. 
be Cuſtomers {barge e Expence Laſtly, they put in their Bookes (betore the generall Farme) twice a yeare 
in paſung Accomptss duly re their double charge and paines, which the others did but once with li- 
tle or none attendance, leauing iti] the Cuſtome s ſo to abide, follow, and pay 
all Fees and duties, that the beſt balfe of their owne, if not two parts of three 
they leafte behinderhem, before they came to ſee their Quieta, e, becing 
more encombred with the Entries and writings of the Others Bookes then of 
their owne, which they rather inſulted on, then card for to mend: colouting 
their Noings ſtill with the Princes onely Seruice, and vrging all Exttemities, 
cride The Moſt for the King. 
This being the (ountenance and Seruice of Cuſtomersin the Oui- Portes of this 
Kingdome, ſlightly runne ouer for breuities ſake, together with thelr 
now ſee but their Maintenance, which alone and by it ſelfe but indifferently 
waighd, may helpe to excuſe chem, though the ume for the preſent leeme 
hopelelle of releefe. 
The Fees and Rewards to Cuſtomers The Fees and Rewards ioyntly to Cuſtomers and Comptroliers (the Searchery 
Gr. mthe Out-Ports allowedby th are allowed the moity of their Scilures) before the generall Farme, amounted 
Prince to the ſum of 1240, li. lirtle vnder or ouer: whereof the Comptrollers had 340. & 
: the remainder being 900. ſerud the Cuſtomers among them, — This 900. dl 
uided into three parts (as aboueſaide) two becing = in attending, clea - 
ring, and paſſing of Accompts, the remainder 200. is the (i onely, to 
maintaine both them and theyrs, and tecompence their Bondage, beeing leſſe 
then that Comptrollers haue with all freedome and caſe. A Proportion 
odly euen, and hard to be beleeued without Experience, yet the ſame compa- 
red wich the late ioynt Superviſors, made a farre ſtranger reckning. For where 
the Head Cuſtomers beeing in number ſome 19. diuided amongeſt them but 
z0oli.(deduths deducendis as aboue ſaid)and that vpon Acompt to at the years 
end: Theſe Saperviſors in number being but 4. reccived by Debentur at euetie 
Quarters end, 425. li. which was 1700, li. a yeare for 16, yearee together, 
without accompt or reckning. 
Theſe 4. ſu Traff:che to be ſome Eſſex cheeſe , as it ſeem*d by they 
Endeuours, ſuruei 84 Her in the Out-Ports by wilde Rats and Mice, and ſpi- 
rits of the Aire, and whipt Her vp to London where now She liucs conſind: and 
left the Cuſtomers like Beares tyde to ſtakes, fir now for nothing but baiting & 


beating 


— * 
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 Ranke-riders to be ridden againe in poſt, without Diet, Drinke or Dreſsing, The Sociery or Compery of Eaſt-[ns 
dia Marchant, : 


beatine, with the onely choiſe and freedome to ſtarue ot live by ſhifts. 80 
that the ( «ſlomers ilill ſet uing at the At and yet held voworthy to breath 
and live thereby, their fare growing ſlender, and their drinke but ſmall and 
ſcant, by Cockets, Entries, and ordmary Fees, — all publicke Offices and 
officers haue) out of mee e neceſsity and want of Employmencs, they dippe 
but their diſhes in their Neighbours Ciſternes (with good leaue & liking ) 
ro Quench their thutſt, and at noone ide in their Gardens crop a few of their 
Lecke: (with their owne free conſents) to keepe them from ſtaruing : and this 
now addes Oyle to the fire of their Furnace, their breaths are accuſed to in- 
tect with their ſent and poiſon the aire, though the reſt eate Onions and feed 
on Garlicke, So that howſoeuer in ethers ir ſtand with right and reaſon; : | 4:4 loo an 
That, Volentius non fiunt iniurie , and, Qu0d Neceſi'tas cogit, neceſritas defen.. The one'y motine of this abflrafh, it: c. 72 
dit, yet in Cuſtomers of all men it becomes a great and s horrible Sin, Burglary e 4 Va TH Far lor . bo the 
at leaſt, complaind of now in PARLEMENTS, and chat by Merchants, and arg Sarg. er 4 ave fer 
thoſe of Lon ſon too . Gen. 114+. 
As if Cuſtomers (forſooth) by Companies and Societies, did bandy them- 
ſelues, and liu d by Decrecs of their owne cont: ivings, neither fic nor to bee 
ſquared with Gobs Lawes, KI Ns Lawes, nor Ja EBATI Sof Enter- 
courſe, had broxen into 8 Tap ==, prophand our Soueraignes MINT s, 
tranſpor ted all his Load-ſtones (ordaind to draw in B y LL IO turn'd Mo- 
ney into a, Merchandize, vndermin d the State with Vie, and at Mid- night 
robd a C vA c x, to keepe Go o from his Duties and K 1 x 6G from their 
Rights as — — do, mt 8 * 
Namely, as if They and none but they (I meane Cuſtomers of t Golden | 
* — — none but Cuſtomers, let others cleare themſelues and Lon- = of the — — l 
don to) engroſing all the Ho and Foolfels of the Kingdome (the wonders of Engliſh Weols is _ er 'S 
the world, and ſometimes — 222 ſtapling them od 
made them forraigne Trophees and En our ſhame, without — 
of BVIT IL, like Merchants of the olde Hamme, cald Marchants of the — Company of Merchants : 
STAPLE, ofthe Staple, | 
Or, As if they and none but they, being put in truſt with the Creame | 
as it werc, and Credite of the Kingdome (Cloth) by ſtapling it beyond Seas at 4 
priuate _— — > brought — Clothyers = — 2 Cy ro 
be deſpiſed, and our Clotbing vnto nothing, at le Bullion, | 
and — our Cuſtomes inco F ory — and Billes of Intereft The Society or Company of Mar | 
„„ „„ͤ„ͤ„%ͤ%ꝛ | 
lately wont to do, 
Or, As if they (the Cuſtomers) and none but they, ſeeing Trafficke 
342009 in biles, feed thouſands beyond ſeas, and ſtarue — * Milli- ] 
ons, for want of worke at home, had vndertaken to draw her ſtarke naked, | 


from the Lime · till ro the Cole-pit, and by a new Deceptioviſus, turne Cat but in The newe Society or Company of 

the Pan, and dye her into Motleyes, and neuer thinke of Bullion, As the New March-Aduenturers. 

March-A DvsNTYRER $do beare in hand to do. i 
9 Or, Laſtly and Ina Omniam, As if they, and none but they, the Out- i 

Port Cuſtomers, ſeeing Trafficke heartleſſe, pulſeleſſe, and almeſt out of | 

breath, like a horſe already tired in a weary wilde. goaſe chaſe, offered to 


had vudertaken in the Indi to banter her for Drugs or pouldre her with Pep- 

per, or with her owne Bloed turne her wholly into Mummey without regard 

of Bullion, As the — Marchants —1 by ** 6 
Whereby, as in the Empire it fares with Eperors, by Popes opery | 

with Chriſtian Kings —— by Conclaues and Societies . For, As 

Honor and Reuerence (the Father and Mother of Mazzsrr) — | 

to offer Sacriſice to RA YH AM and — I MM Ox, — — 

in Emperors compeld to do Homage to their owne Popes aſſals, by Ex» 

tremity and ff OVERA'TGNT being tejpe of all her beſt Sch dense 

and ſupplements of Bullion, Money became a Marchandiſe (ordaind for = y 
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Pul haue Veility (what ere became of Honeſty) was turm d to private gaine: S0 


Ma1izsTYinKinNGsbecomes to bee ecclipſed in their Kingdomes and 
Coines; their SovzaaienTI ES ſupplante d, and Bowntzes vndermun'd, (with- 
out which in SOVERai Gnas no Subiecis can be happy) at lcaſt wiſe in Greaf- 
Britaine where Boy NTY now commands, and all fer want of Bullion. For, 
as our Staples being tranſplanted , are ſtill with-held beyond Seas by ſecular 
Popes and Pogery; Our Out- ports at home beeing like wiſe brought vnder by 
C onclaucs ard Societies ; Our Subſidies contounded of 7omage and Poundage, 
aſwel as our Cuſlomes by obſtinare Preciſenes, and oui Tratficke as bewitche by 
Auarice and Ambition, contin*d within the Circle of the tawous Fort of Lon- 
don (for Greatneſſe and wealth ,) and there ſet to ſale au plus offrant, made 
apt to bee conjured : ſo Our Standarts by Degrees falling out to bee vn- 
certaine, both in Number, Wai his and Mcafure, aud our Monies made a Mai = 
chandiſe engroſt in few mens hands: all things waxt deere, our Kincs be- 
came weake for want of Gold and Siluer, their Subiectes poore for want of 
current Mencyes or Employments at leaſt, whilſt Coin it ſelte by Fſury,which 
Marchants tearme Exchange, eates out induſtry in Trades i and Marchangs by 
Monopolyes conſpire to ſtrangle Tratficke within themſelues in London, & Lon- 
don by her Marchants made the Box vf Pando: a to ſend forth all the euils that 
new perplex the Land. And all for lacke of Bullion, which Merchants by 
their Contracts and Societies peruett, or elſe withſtand by all the means they 
can. 
O, chat euer Marchants ſhould Grſo necre our Helme 


Let, theſe are the Perſons that defiling the waters which run down the Thames 
and ſlide along our Coaſts, choake all our Ports with Oaſe, betay our clean- 
neſt Rivers, put Txaxe1 ci to her ſluſtes, and by daily alperſions finde tault 
with the Out ports, and accuſe the Cuſtomers, to excuſe chemſe lue ·; as if 
none but they were ſinners, or that Londen were a danctuaty, and none but 
they were Saints. 
Bur, Hy Nigri ſunt Ones, Hostu RX MaGn 6 caueto. 

For, Theſe are the Men and the Marchants to, that Trade · leſſe themſclues, 
and of no Occupations, by Companies and Societies refiding ſtill in London, en- 

e all our Trades, and liue by buying and ſelling: — by buying as to 
ell for ne gaine, that making Money a Marchandiſe, they railc all their 
_ ill from others Trades and paines, crying Lucri bonus odor eſt ex quoli- 

t qualibet, and preferring euer Viile before Honeſlum Qu, nulla pernities ma- 
ior vite bominum poteſt arri. 

Yea, Iheſe ate the perſons, that to hold all men vnder, and themſelucs ſtill 
aboue, deale holy out of ſight, and with publicke weapons maintaining con · 
tentions for priuat wrongs, breed nothing but complaints with vnkind iarres 
at home, and Enuy abroad, to the endleſſe care and cumb er ot K 1 N 6s and 
CovNncseit-TaBirs, andPARIEBMENTS too. And all for lacke of 


. Staples, | 


Enter-lopers in England, are as Hu- 
genotꝭ in Franke. 


For, Theſe are the Marchants and ſpeculatiue kinde of Men, that ſeuering 
chemie lues from the Body of our Commerce, call all men Enter-lopers that 
are not of their Conclaucs or private Common wealths, and hue by their 
Decrees, though euery way as Catholicke and as Free-borne aa they, and 

ps better Chriſtians, though not ſo leſuted. And wandering out of 

ght, bewitch all they meete with, and were it but poſsible, weuide ſeduce 
the wiſe, perſwading all and every where, that RAYYVICR of her 
ſelfe is a parillous biting Beaſt, and that to bring ber home againe vnto her 
owne Creekes and Ports, were to worry our ſheepe in ( offal Grounces, 2nd 
ſinke our ſhips on Cheviot Hils chat ſaile on Barbam-Downes And by a bare 
pretence of O- der fill, and orderly tranſporting the Load-ſtones ot the Lande 
(without regard of ByLL1 on) as with a wodden Dagger, ſtab all they finde or 
keare of, that write or ſpeake of Staples, for feare of our Navy, and decay of 
our ſhipping, As 


As, if the cheriſhing of woods were the way to ruine Forrefts, and liide our 


Timber-Trees. Or, that the raiſing of our Hives againe wer 
in reaſon to ſpil all our Hony, and {mother all =& way D 


now perceiue it, and Experience makes it plame, thou Cuſtomers 
their peace, that as our c others with theit lotbes Gade they are) — 
loſt their home · bred ST apr (& therewithell, their Credits) are forſt to 
come like Pilgrimes, from Eaſt, weſt, North, ar d South, to one Nac le- 
wel. Ha'l: and there, if not againſt their Conſciences, yet at leaſt wi De- 
uotion, pittiſully complaining and bemoaning one another, to ſtoope to eue- 
ry Saint, to crouch to cuery Croſſe, and run into Idolatry : ſo our Creekes In al 
our Coaſts, etcepe now to one Nuer. All our Rivers in our Countries tun now 
to one Port. All our Ports about the Kingdome ioyue now to one Towne , Al 
our Townes in all our Shires, make nowe but one City, And all our Cities in 
each Province, Metropolitan and all, are but Suburbs as it wert, to one vaſte, 
vnweildy and diſorderly Babel, that out ſve ling all proportions, and in dan. 
ger like to burſt, conteſts within it ſelfe about the multuude of Buildings, 
which the world cals LonD own, And Loadon by her Marchants contracted 
in her ſelfe, made a wilderneſſe of Sinne, and a Forreſt of Shifts Whereby 
T x A Fx 1 c x now confin'd, and cuery way poſſeſt with Nas and Mice, and 
gpirits of the ayre (of whom as of Harpies may truly be ſaid. 


Triſtins baud iftis monſtrum nec ſeuior vila, 
Peſtis & ira Deum ſfiygiis ſeſe extulit vndes, 
No Monſters like to theſe may happe, nor curſſe from God befall, 
Nor from the Pit of hell ariſe,to plague the Realme wirhal:) 
Is ſo become tormented both by Water and by Land, 
That how to helpe her now, God knowes, I do not ynderſtand. 


Except it be by PaxtsManN rm — 
may finde his Bullion, as K. Edv. ſometimes did after 15. yeares experience, 
and ſo became moſt happy, til Marchants got che Helme againe, and Him- 
ſelfe out · not his marke, by n anſplanting that of Kent from Cantarburie to 


C . 

. London ſcemes diſtempered now, and diſtracted in itſelf by the mul- 
tirude of people, and magnitude of Buildings; had it all our TzxPLzs downe 
(as indeed it hath our Staples) that men might tun on Pilgrimage to the ſhri- 
ned Saints of London; as our K 18 6 wantes his Cuſtomes, ſo Go p might 
ſeeke his Tythes, there er beyond ſeas, what ere became of Sublidies or Free- 


" 
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» 
wil-Offcriogs cither. And what ere betide of Trarricx, alias Shipetns,y 1865 
ffering — — e, Traſfiche and Shipping are relatines, 


for all her Marchants Orders, ſo ſeriouſly pretended; our Iuſlice 

might rake her Enter-lopers, enquire for true Religion, learne the way to hea- 
uen, and take her leaue of L oNnD 0N, and ENGLAND too, for all our 
Faires and Markets, or priuate Pariſh Churches. 

On whoſe behalfe therefore, wichout ſelfe or fide Reſpects, though my 
Faith be bur fraile, my ſpirits wel-nie ſpent, and wy Credite almoſt gone, yer 
doth my vow compell me ſtil to doe my beſt endeuour, and to wiſh and pray 
for Staples as heartily as I can, for the Conſequences ſake. Bur in the mean 


Or ra ther S wn 711th ee fe 


ſcaſon, and as the caſe now ſtands, ſeeing all make loue to Tributes ſtill, and . fte to ſarme Trafficke ** 
. þ 


catch our Functions from vs, both High and Low, Rich and Poore, Noble and lg- 


noble, becauſe their Leſſons ſpell S:{uer and Gold, and yet our Names they — other , but care not for Cu- 
ſhun, Let 1a/oujie bee cald for now , and let Impudency ſmell what Ignorance mers, 


hath gained, and Extremizy reformed in all the Schooles of cuſlames, by ſpel- 
ling well the Letters, but miſtaking the purpoſe of a wintyPazvy Cov x- 


© E o, that ſomtimes gaue aduice in this very eaſe of Ours, Viz. — Tho: Moores Epig ram, e Fe. 


Sectile ne tetros porrum tibi ſpuret adar es, 
Portiaus 4 ac mibz cepe voret, &. 
pre ſac mii cepe 1 
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What vs chen? (To a Cc 0? No: but at word I thifike; © 
There are that dare to SV 93374 F5,00d woke a viler ſtinke. 


Theſe as the Obloquies of Gn Cuſtome-houſes Ganda, 
n chat indeede are no- 
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